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Abstract 
This is a report studying, how young Syrian male refugees in Denmark position themselves, after life 
in encampment, during the following three year period of integration.  The report presents, in a 
chronological order, tracing the refugees from their past positions in Syria and asylum camps, to 
their present position after receiving residence and towards their hopes for the future.  Through the 
chronological analysis the report will present how the young men experience the transition from 
refugee to residents in Denmark.  The analysis is based on observations and interviews with three 
young refugees, who have received their residence permission and is navigating towards a future 
position during the integration period.  The report is grounded in the idea that refugees experience a 
prolonged liminal phase during their lives after encampment.  The report consider three theoretical 
concepts as important tools to understand the transition from refugee to resident, these are: 
Liminality, Waiting and Downward Social Mobility. 
The main conclusions found in the reports are that the young men experience a downward social 
mobility as they express that they start their lives from zero, after the transition.  The liminal phase 
gets prolonged after the encampment, but during encampment the liminality had the effect of 
almost petrifying the young men, while it during the period of integration position the young men in 
a position of movement.    
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1. Problem Area 
For the last four years I have been engaged in volunteer work at a culture house for refugees in 
Denmark, known as the ‘Trampoline House’.  At this house I have met a lot of people, who came 
here to Denmark as refugees.  I have followed these people during their time at Danish asylum 
camps, while they are all hoping to be granted a residence permit. And I have come to learn that 
they are tired of the prolonged waiting time, and that they often wait without knowing how long 
time they are to wait.  They get frustrated when other people receive residence permissions before 
them; as they all wait for a life after the camp.  The refugees I know who have received their 
residence permission, and have subsequently moved to a Danish commune, often return to the 
Trampoline House with new frustrations. They either feel excluded and lonely in their new 
commune, far away from friends and from city life, or confused of all the new things they are 
required to learn in a new country. 
One of the guys who has received his residence permit, but still spends his time at the Trampoline 
House is Jamil. Reflecting upon his experiences after camp life, he explains: 
“It’s like I’m two years again, I’m in a whole new country everything is new and I have to start my life from the 
beginning, I need to find new friends I need to learn a new language.  Everything I learned back in Syria I have 
to learn again here.” - Jamil 
Jamil has received his residence permission 18 months ago. He now lives in a duplex in the 
commune of Hundige, where he is learning Danish at the local language school.  When he is off 
from school, Jamil is at the Trampoline House to participate in a job application project enabling 
him to combine regular CV applications with a video presentation. As part of this project, Jamil was 
interviewed by the project facilitator. Explaining to me about this interview, he says; 
“He asked me so many questions about Syria and my family, and my school back in Syria, and what I did 
from this day to this day, I had to think so much.  And then he asked me what my dreams for the future are, 
but I don’t know.  And then he asked me to picture a dream, just if you could choose anything.  But I cannot.” 
- Jamil 
My conversations with Jamil that day, made me wonder what happens after you receive residence 
permission. Many asylum seekers at the Trampoline House speak of this time as a time when “life is 
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supposed to start” – but what does that implicate, and how is it experienced? Jamil made me wonder 
whether life really starts at that point, or whether the refugees transit into another phase of waiting? 
It is my interest in these questions around the transition from refugee to resident that have inspired 
this report. My aim with the report is to shed light on life after encampment, and to explore how 
young refugees experience the transition from camp life to life at a Danish commune during the so-
called ‘integration period’.  
 
1.1 Relevance 
Life at the asylum camps is a well-researched subject. Focusing on this transitional period much has 
been written in relation to refugee’s experiences of waiting, and the ways in which the government 
make them wait. In the camp everyone is waiting to get an answer to whether they can start their life 
in Denmark.  The time in the asylum camps is therefore often characterized as a time when the 
asylum seekers are caught in a liminal state, waiting to transit out of the camp, and start their life.   
Departing from studies on life at asylum camps, the focus of this study is to explore what happens 
after camp life when the refugees are supposed to transition from asylum seekers to residents 
through a process of integration. In a Danish context, this is still an under-researched topic that I 
find important to investigate. My point of departure for writing this report is based on my 
assumption that the three year period of integration, that follows after residence permit is granted, is 
a continuation of the liminality refugees have been caught in during camp life.  My interest is to 
understand how refugees continue their life as residents after the camp.  Does the expected 
transition from refugee to resident succeed? Or does the experience of waiting continue and become 
an extended liminal phase also during the period of integration?  
 
1.2. Integration policy 
In order to understand what is at stake for refugees, when they leave the camp, it is important to 
look into Danish integration policy. When a refugee has been granted asylum, it is the responsibility 
of the Danish immigration service (‘Udlændingeservice’) to choose in which commune the refugee 
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has to live.  The choice is made on the basis of the refugee’s relation to a certain area, and on the 
basis of a quote system made in order to divide the refugees equally between all communes in 
Denmark, with the purpose of a improving the process of integration.1.  When the commune is 
chosen, the refugee has to be based there for a period of three years. This period is called “the 
integration period”, and is governed by the communes according to “the law of integration”.  The aim of 
the integration period is formulated as follows: 
“The law of integration stresses that newly arrived foreigners are humans with skills and recourses which should 
be utilized, so that they become participating and performing citizens […]..The law of integration should thus 
ensure and support that newly arrived foreigners will become integrated into Danish society through an active 
effort to learn Danish and becomes get occupation.”2 
It is the responsibility of the commune who receives the refugees to integrate them, offer Danish 
classes and classes on Danish society, culture, history etc. and provide the refugees with social 
benefits.   
In other words, the communes in Denmark are responsible for the refugee’s successful integration.  
In my study I set out to understand how refugees respond to the integration efforts made by the 
government and carried out by the communes.   
 
1.3. Statement of the problem 
How do young refugees in Denmark experience the transition from refugees to residents in 
Denmark, and how is this experience reflected in their life during the three-year integration period? 
 
                                                          
1 https://www.nyidanmark.dk/da-dk/Statistik/visiteringskvoter/ (accessed on 14-11-2014) 
2 Translated from Danish. 
http://www.nyidanmark.dk/bibliotek/publikationer/vejledninger/2004/introduktionsprogrammet_mv_efter
_integrationsloven/html/full_publication.htm (accessed on 14-11-2014) 
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1.4. Research questions: 
1. How do the young refugees relate their past positions in Syria to their positions during the 
integration period? 
2. How does life at the asylum camps influence on their present positions? 
3. How do they position themselves during the 3-year integration period? 
4. How do they imagine their future lives? 
 
1.5. Chapter outline 
The structure of this report begins with my introduction above, wherein I have highlighted my 
central concerns, stated the relevance of my focus, and presented my problem statement and 
research questions. During the following chapters I will explore this problem statement through an 
ethnographic case study, and present my findings and concluding thoughts.  
In my report I wish to offer the reader an idea of how young refugee men transit into the Danish 
society, and how they experience this transition. Hopefully this will provide the reader with an 
understanding of how newcomers, who have escaped from war or conflict, experience their first 
years in Denmark, and react to the Danish system of integration.   
Following the chapters of theoretical and methodological approach, wherein I will present my 
concepts and my methods, the chapters are structured by a chronological account tracing the Syrian 
refugees (my interlocutors) from their past positions in Syria to their present experiences, and 
towards their future expectations.  The chronological structure is decided in order to create 
awareness of the transitions taking place through time and place in their social positions and why 
these transitions is followed a feeling of downward social mobility and stuckedness.  
Throughout the chapters I wish to unfold my empirical case with my 3 sources collected through 
three young Syrian male refugees, I hope the cases will explain what they come from, what they have 
become, and what they aim for. 
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Chapter Four the point of departure in the young men’s country of origin: Syria. I wish to offer an 
understanding of the social backgrounds and positions of the young men I trace in order to explore 
how and to what extent their position change when continuing their lives in Denmark, and how 
their past position has affected their present one. 
In Chapter Five I will present the refugees’ experiences of life in the asylum camps, and explore how 
the period of camp life waiting influence on their goals and understanding of their present. 
Chapter Six explores how the young men position themselves during the three-year period of 
integration.  In this chapter I am concerned with to what extend liminality is prolonged and what 
they do to navigate themselves out of the liminal phase. 
Chapter Seven unfolds how the transition from refugee to resident influence on the young men’s 
dreams and hopes for the future, and furthermore how they position themselves individually in their 
future lives. 
Finally I will unfold my conclusions.    
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2. Theoretical framework 
2.1 Choice of theory 
My report is written based on a qualitative study and has been formed through the inductive 
method. This means that the empirical data that has generated the theoretical framework, rather 
than the other way around (Creswell: Research Design, university of Nebraska Lincoln, Sage, page: 4).  
I have chosen three theoretical concepts which allow me to explore my problem statement: 
Liminality, waiting and downward social mobility.  These concepts are interrelated and will therefore 
work as a clear line to explore tendencies between young refugees living under the integration 
period.  I will go further in depth with these concepts in the following chapters. 
  
2.2 Liminality 
The concept of liminality came to be an interest to me after meeting with Jamil at the Trampoline 
House. Even though Jamil is no longer living at an asylum center, but has received his residence 
permit, his words express that he is still positioned in a liminal state.  It is therefore essential to my 
assignment to explore whether the liminal phase gets prolonged even after receiving the residence 
permit.  
At the point where I first met Jamil, I regarded the liminal position as a position without movement, 
but later I have come to understanding that new forms of movement appear during the liminal 
phase.  During my fieldwork I have seen that the young men actually react to the liminal position 
and search to navigate their way out of it in different ways.  The fieldwork therefore provided me 
with a new understanding of the concept of liminality which included movement and progression. 
The concept of liminality first appeared in Arnold van Gennep’s “Rites de passage” which is a ritual 
theory marking ones transition from one position to another.  According to Arnold Van Gennep the 
rites of passage consists of three phases: 
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"I propose to call the rites of separation from a previous world, preliminal rites, those executed during the 
transitional stage liminal (or threshold) rites, and the ceremonies of incorporation into the new world postliminal 
rites." (Van Gennep 1960; p. 21)      
Arnold Van Gennep was describing human’s transit from one period of life to another, and from 
one status in a group to another status in another group. Through his studies he was focused on the 
ceremonies and rituals where the agents passed from one position to a new.  Van Gennep describes 
3 phases; separation, transition and incorporations and these are the Rites De Passage marking the 
transmissions from one status to another, such as the one from youth to adulthood (Tinto:1930: 
p438-440). 
Arnold Van Gennep’s theory of Rites de Passage will be the framework of the report and I will work 
out my research from the idea of the three phases and turn it to be focusing on the phase of 
transition also defined as the Liminal Phase.  Van Gennep’s theory will be the leading thread of my 
assignment and a necessary understanding in order to complete my research.  Rites de Passage will 
not be used for detailed analyses of problem and subject of young refugee men caught in the liminal 
phase, but rather as an explanation and knowledge on how agents pass through life.  
Victor Turner (1929-83) is known for rediscovering the liminal phase, first described in Arnold van 
Gennep’s Rites de Passage. He mainly collected his fieldwork about humanness of religion and the 
religious creativity of humankind in Ndembu of Zambia (Turner; 1969; 359).  In his work Turner 
focuses on the liminal phase and explains human behavior during this phase, mostly through ritual 
cultural communities or the Latin word with same meaning, communitas as turner applies in his 
research.   
“Liminal entities are neither here nor there; they are betwixt and between the positions assigned and arrayed by law, 
custom, convention and ceremonial” (Turner; 1969; 359) 
Victor Turner describes the people in the liminal phase as some in transition, they are not really 
anywhere, they are on their way to somewhere else.  This also means that they don’t have a 
recognized position.   
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According to Turner, the agents undergoing the liminal face does not possess a status, therefore they 
acts passively and are obliged to obey their instructors.  They are people with no rights since they do 
not have a rank, this with the reason that they will be endowed with the ability to cope with their 
status after the transition (Turner1969; 359).  
Victor Turner argues that the liminal phase is a necessity in order to transit from a lower to a higher 
status, and further that the liminal phase is something all individuals pass through life. 
In my project the interesting and unexplained about the liminal phase is what happens when it get 
prolonged.  The young refugee men seem to be caught in this phase for a longer period, and 
therefore I choose to apply Turners work in order to understand human behavior during this phase. 
Combined with my fieldwork I hope to see if new patterns of human behavior will appear when the 
liminal phase gets prolonged.      
 
2.3 Waiting 
I have chosen to employ the chapter; Social being, time and the Sense of Existence, From Pierre 
Bourdieu’s book ‘Pascalian Meditations’  as an approach to explore how refugees are affected by time, 
and in particularly by waiting time.  In this description of the chapter I will present and explain the 
key concepts of Bourdieu that will be applied in my analysis.   
In order to theoretically engage with the question of how young refugees are affected by time, and in 
particularly by waiting time, I have chosen to draw on the work of Pierre Bourdieu. I limit my focus 
to the concepts he develops in the chapter ‘Social Being, Time and the Sense of Existence’ in the 
book Pascalian Meditations (2006). In this chapter Bourdieu is concerned with how social agents create 
and make sense of time through practice. In addressing this he is interested in exploring how power 
– and powerlessness – influence on the experience of time. Bourdieu use the empirical example of 
unemployed Algerians to develop his arguments. While these examples cannot be directly 
transferred to young refugees in Denmark, I find the link between time and power/powerlessness 
interesting to approach my analysis. Below I present and explain the central concepts of Bourdieu 
that are of relevance to this report.   
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The experience of time 
The experience of time is created “in the relationship between habitus and the social world, between 
the dispositions to be and to do” (Bourdieu 2006:208). But according to Bourdieu the experience of 
time is most strongly experienced when this relationship is broken. To develop this argument, he 
discusses the relations between expectations and chances: 
Time or (at least what we call time) is really experienced only when the quasi-automatic coincidence between 
expectations and chances, illusio and lusiones, expectations and the world which is there to fulfill them, is 
broken (Bourdieu, 2006:208). 
As he points to in the above quote, time is experienced when the relationship between expectations 
and chances is broken. This is so because it is in this particular moment that time is experienced as 
impatience or waiting (Ibid:209). In order to further discuss this argument, Bourdieu draws on game 
theory and on the concepts illusio and lusiones. While illusio are the hopes and expectations, which 
make social agents invest in the game, lusiones are the probabilities of fulfillment of the game 
(Ibid:2008). Or put differently:  
“Illusio (or interest in the game) is what gives ‘sense’ (both meaning and direction) to existence by leading one to 
invest in a game and its forth-coming [son à venir], in the lusiones, the chances, that it offers to those who are 
caught up in the game and who expect something from it” (Bourdieu 2006:207). 
So illusio is in other words these driving forces and expectations that make social agents play the 
game, or what makes social agents actively engage in living life.  Illusio gives a sense of meaning to 
life, and consequently it also make social agents invest in the future. This is so, Bourdieu writes, 
because our investment in the game is closely related to an expected recognition which may justify 
our existence:  
With investment in the game and the recognition that can come from cooperative competition with others, the 
social world offers humans that which they most totally lack: a justification for existing. (Bourdieu 2006:239). 
We need a reason to live, and this reason can be nurtured through our future expectations and by 
our investment in these expectations. The question is what happens when our expectations are not 
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being met? Will our interest and investment in the game (and in life) then disappear? Or will new 
expectations be made?  
 
Time and power 
According to Bourdieu, social agents can only invest in the game when they are “disposed to see 
objective potentialities”, when they have a minimum of chances of winning the game (Ibid:213). In 
this way, the investment in the game depends on power and the objective chances it opens for 
wining the game (Ibid:223). When making this argument, Bourdieu reflects on the experience of 
time also among those agents who do not have power or control over the game – those people for 
whom life itself is turned into a ‘game of chances’. He claims that such people are people without a 
future, and “condemned to oscillate between fantasy and surrender, between flight into the 
imaginary and fatalistic surrender to the verdicts of the given’”(Ibid:221). In this regard he discusses 
how unemployed Algerians come to experience time as purposeless and meaningless – as “dead 
time”, and how they seek to escape from “non time” because they are excluded from the game 
(Ibid:222).  
In discussing the link between time and power, Bourdieu is not only concerned with how social 
agents are affected by their lack of capacity to invest in the game, but also with how power relations 
influence on the experience of time. He writes:  
“The all-powerful is he who does not wait but makes other wait.” (Bourdieu 2006:228). 
Being in a position of waiting is, according to Bourdieu, a less powerful position, which implies 
submission. While the powerful is able to ‘take them’ and make people wait, the powerless is the one 
who ‘hangs’, waiting for decisions to be made and for time to move on. This unequal relationship 
may change the behavior of the person in wait.  
Symbolic capital and social recognition  
Bourdieu’s approach to time, power and waiting produces a number of questions that can serve to 
analyze my problem statement. How do the young refugees I trace experience time, and how do 
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they experience waiting? Does waiting destroy their motivations and make them surrender, like 
Bourdieu argues, or is something else at stake? Are expectations and hopes kept alive when they 
obtain their residence permit and move to a new commune, or are they broken? 
These are questions I will consider in this report. To do so Bourdieu’s concept of symbolic capital is 
significant because it links the discussion of waiting to social recognition (Ibid:241).  
Bourdieu defines symbolic capital as the honor and respect a social agent can perceive.  Symbolic 
capital is a way to measure ones status or position in a society.  It describes to what extent the agent 
is recognized within its social structures and it is connected to being honorable and respected.   
 
2.4 Youth and downward social mobility 
During my conversations with Jamil he explained to me that he felt like he was two years again and 
everything was new, and everything had to be learned from a new.  Jamil’s expression can be 
explained with the term downward social mobility. Instead of growing up he is growing down.  Instead 
of going from a child to becoming and adult, he is going from being an adult to becoming a child.   
In addressing this topic, I direct attention to youth. I choose youth as a central theme to investigate 
the transition from refugee to resident, since youth is a state of movement, and young people is 
normally on the way to transit into adults.  Being young if often connected to being in a liminal state. 
When I deal with refugees in the liminal state in this report, I have chosen to explore how they are 
influenced by a process of downward social mobility, as they move from being in one position in 
their country of origin into a state of liminality and navigating towards a new position. 
As I am exploring how young men position themselves as residents in Denmark, it is essential to 
consider youth as a concept.  In this context I have chosen to apply the introduction in: Navigating 
youth generating adulthood by Catrine Christiansen, Mats Utas and Henrik E. Vigh, and Vigh’s chapter 
in the same book: Social Death and Violent life chances. The authors discuss the concept of youth and 
hold themselves critical towards both the ideas of youth as an entity in itself; that is a socially and 
culturally demarcated unit producing a sub-culture and the youth as a life stage in liminality. I will in 
my report use this idea of youth as a position in movement in order to reflect on the navigation and 
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social position of my three interlocutors, but also as a critical perspective to Victor Turner’s idea of 
youth as a liminal life stage. 
 
Youth as a position in movement 
Vigh, Christiansen and Utas regards youth as a position in movement (Vigh, Utas, & Christiansen; 
2006; page 11).  Being young is, in other words, a time where one is on the way to become 
something.  As it is the case of my three interlocutors, they are undergoing a developmental process 
in order to reach a societal position.  As Vigh, Christiansen and Utas state: 
“Youth is both a social position which is internally and externally shaped and constructed, as well as a part of 
a larger societal and generational process, a state of becoming.” (Ibid; 11) 
When conceptualizing youth, it is important to point out that I do not consider youth as a biological 
category within a certain age, but instead I accept Vigh, Utas and Christiansen’s idea that youth is a 
position to be negotiated, and a position on can enter and re-enter within the same day, depending 
on what social space and situation one navigates within, one can be positioned as both young and 
adult (Ibid; 12): 
 “People are not just young by biological or developmental default. They are positioned and repositioned within 
generational categories as well as seeking actively to position themselves within these. Within the same day a 
person can be positioned as child, youth and adult, depending on the situation and the stakes involved in the 
relationship.”(Ibid; 12). 
An example from daily life I can use to illustrate this point is when I buy cigarettes: the cashier looks 
suspicious at me, and asks me to show my ID. In this moment I get positioned as too young to have 
the power to decide whether I can buy cigarettes or not. But when I show my ID, the cashier gets 
big eyes, and is almost yelling at me: are you from the 90’ties!!! (As she figures out that I am in fact older 
than her).  I get my cigarettes and am thereby positioned as an adult, with the power to decide to 
buy cigarettes.  From this example we see how one can enter a position as young and shortly after be 
positioned as an adult. As pointed out by Vigh, Utas and Christiansen:  
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The movement from childhood to adulthood is a movement not just between developmental positions but between 
position of power, authority and social worth. (Ibid; 12) 
Being positioned as young without power, authority and social worth, is at the same time a position 
not recognized by the social world, and often a marginalized position.  Young people therefore 
constantly search to navigate themselves towards a position with symbolic capital, in order to 
improve life and be able to take part in the social game as recognized agents. 
 
Youth in a societal Context 
The position of youth can be observed from different perspectives depending on the social context 
and space from where we observe.  Vigh suggests that youth is observed as something positive and 
something we aspire in the North.  From this perspective, the position of youth is being associated 
with “the time of our lives” and with a time of freedom.  While in the South, however, youth is seen 
as something negative which people search to navigate themselves out of, since it is a position 
wherein you do not have authority (Chabal and Daloz in Vigh; 2006; 35).  
More concretely, being positioned as young can be both positive and negative depending on both 
the society and the situation in which one is positioned.  As such, it is, at least to some extent, the 
society and situation, which determinate the possibilities of reaching an independent position of 
symbolic capital (Vigh; 2006; 36).  
 
Critique on youth as a life stage  
Christiansen, Utas and Vigh position themselves critical towards youth as a life stage of liminality, as 
we see it presented by Turner (Christiansen, Utas & Vigh; 2006; 15): 
The consequence of the life-stage perspective is that we gain a picture of youth as having very little agentive 
capacity to change or move within or between generational categories. (Ibid; 16) 
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The critique goes that the life-stage perspective on youth, presents the concept as a fixed stage in life 
that one enters and re-enter after a certain period of time. This perspective does not consider that 
youth is an ambivalent category that one can be move in and out of. Furthermore, the life-stage 
perspective does not assign the agent any capacity to move and navigate any change in live while 
being positioned as young. Instead Christiansen, Utas and Vigh suggest that we should approach 
youth as a category in process (Vigh; 2006; 35). 
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3. Methodology 
 
3.1. Choice of Methods 
My report is made on qualitative empirical data, since I am exploring meaning individuals assign to a 
societal problem (Creswell; 2009; 4), in qualitative research we are mainly concerned with words and 
individual life worlds instead of statistical numbers.  I explore the individual’s life world by through 
the worldview of constructivism as founded by Berger and Luckman in: “The social Construction of 
reality”.  As a social constructivist I believe that the reality is constructed, and each individual 
construct their own reality based on the social space they navigate in (Berger & Luckman; 1996; 
168).   The report is built on a Case study as defined in Bryman: 
“As Stake (1995) observes, case study research is concerned with the complexity and particular nature of the case in 
question” (Bryman; 2012; 66) 
 
3.2 Positioning the interlocutors 
The selection of these refugees is based mainly on criteria, which relate to the theme youth, since 
youth is a significant point of departure for exploring liminality and waiting. As Honwana points 
out: 
“Waithood, a portmanteau term of “wait” and “hood”, is the best way to describe this period of suspension 
between childhood and adulthood.  It represents a prolonged adolescence or an involuntary delay in reaching 
adulthood, in which young people are unable to find employment, get married, and establish their own 
families.”( Honwana: The time of Youth, Kumarian Press 2012, page 4) 
By investigating youth I am not concerned with youth as a biological age, but accepts Vigh’s 
definition of youth as a process of social being and becoming, as a position in movement 
(Christiansen, Utas & Vigh: page 11) 
My fieldwork has been taken place among Syrian refugees who are positioned as youth.  Whether 
they have been 20 or 60 years, I have observed that these men are waiting for their future, they are 
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navigating towards their transition.  Therefore I have chosen to explore this group by directing 
especially attention to the subject of youth. 
My interlocutors are all young men and I expect to have selected a group of men who are old 
enough to have been regarded and respected as adult men in their foreign home country.  The age 
perspective is interesting in relation to movement between countries, and I find it relevant to 
investigate whether these young men can stay in a position as adults when they are to restart their 
life in Denmark. 
 
3.3 Participant observations 
I have for a whole day followed each of my interlocutors to get a sense of their daily life during the 
integration period.  I have sought to understand their daily concerns and enjoys, and how they use 
their time during a normal day.  Before meeting up with my interlocutors, I have informed them 
about the minor details of my project and explained that my hope was just to follow them for a day.  
While I tried to blend in, in order not to influence their way of going about their daily routines, I was 
positioned as a guest by each of them. This meant that they had to let me into their homes and lives 
as a guest, rather than as an insider. I am therefore aware that my presence has made their day 
different from other days, but still I argue that they have been able to show me a part of what their 
daily lives are all about.  During my observations I have been observed with both establishing trust 
and understand how they navigates in the spatial surroundings the meet during their days, also it was 
of my interest to see how their home reflected their position  
 
3.4 Life story interview 
After observing my interlocutors I have ended the day with a life story interview with each of them.  
The interviews have all been semi-structured, and I have prepared subjects and some questions but 
as I have followed them for a day new there came new interests to my mind and I made space for 
questioning these as well.  The questions in my interviews were as in my report structured 
chronologically in this way I got my interlocutors to tell their “life story”.  The focus in the 
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interviews have been to explore how these men reflect on their own position in the present after 
receiving residence permission and how they understand the transition from refugee to resident. 
Each of the interviews has been voice recorded and transcribed.  In order to build my interviews, 
collect them, analyze them and report them I have followed Steinar Kvales “Seven stages on an interview 
inquiry” (Kvale; 2009; 102) 
 
3.5. Position as researcher 
As a researcher I have stepped into my interlocutor’s life world, and I have to be aware that my 
appearance has affected their behavior.  This I have experienced as I have been welcomed as a guest 
visiting them in their homes, where they have prepared dinner for me, and made an effort to make 
me feel comfortable.  I have therefore been concerned with my appearance during my collecting of 
empirical data, and tried to reveal as little as possible of my project and moral to my interlocutor, in 
order for them not to be affected by this in their appearance and answer during the interview.  
According to Kvale the researcher’s integrity is determinant for the quality of the research and he 
furthermore states:  
“Morally responsible research behavior is more than abstract ethical knowledge and cognitive choices; it involves the 
moral integrity of the researcher, his or her sensitivity and commitment to moral issues and actions.” (Kvale; 2009; 74) 
I have therefore been concerned with not showing reactions to stories and appearance affecting my 
senses, but in order to establish a relationship of trust within one day, I have been forced, sometimes 
to reply and confirm their answers and actions. 
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4. Past positions in Syria 
 
4.1. Introduction to chapter 
“The already-present forth-coming can be read in the present only on the basis of a past that is itself never aimed as 
such” (Bourdieu; 2000; page. 210) 
As we see in the above quotation by Pierre Bourdieu it is necessary to understand the past in order 
to understand the present and the forthcoming. I have therefore decided to assign this chapter to 
present the reader to my 3 interlocutors Bashir, Hassan and Serbest, and the pre-refugee lives in 
Syria.  
I will present their cases by starting out with picturing their past positions in Syria.  The chapter will 
begin by presenting each of my three interlocutor’s individual pasts in Syria, continuing with an 
analysis of how their past positions have influenced their present navigation and position during the 
integration period.  As I am mainly concerned with the present in this report, I will direct specific 
attention towards their present experiences, rather than their past positions. Yet, I find it important 
to provide an insight into my interlocutors’ past lives in Syria in order to provide a background 
understanding of how they position themselves today. Being aware of what they come from is, I 
believe, essential when I set out to explore their experiences of the transition from refugee to 
resident in Denmark.   
Through my fieldwork I have met 3 different young men with diverse backgrounds. In this chapter I 
aim to give the reader the understanding of how different backgrounds generate different reflections 
on life after encampment.   
It is important to understand my study as a project with focus on different individualities. It is based 
on fieldwork among a particular group of people, and therefore not a study that generates a general 
understanding about young refugee men in Denmark.  Each of my interlocutors will therefore be 
presented individually.   
In order to explore my interlocutors’ reflections on the past positions, I am concerned with how 
Bourdieu relates the meaning of the past to the future. Therefore will I direct attention to his term 
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“illusio”, which he defines as what “gives sense to existence by leading one to invest in a game and its 
forthcoming” (Bourdieu; 2000; 207). Furthermore I will shed light on his term of “Symbolic capital”, that I 
find useful in order to discuss the status and position that my interlocutors originate from. 
 
4.2. Position as a family member 
“Yeah… of course. I was the oldest so I was respected by the younger ones. I had to like take care of the family and 
everything. Even if the oldest child in the family gets married he will still be the one who have to take care of their 
family.” Hassan 
Hassan is 27 years and originates from I small village north of Aleppo. He is the oldest child of his 
parents. Back in Syria this means that he had a respected position in his family, but also a position 
with many responsibilities. As he pointed out to me, the oldest child will continue to take care of his 
family, even after getting married. Having a family implies social capital as well as symbolic capital. 
Hassan was a respected family member back in Syria since he was the oldest. This meant that he was 
having a position of symbolic capital. According to Bourdieu, Symbolic capital is first assigned 
through familial relations:  
And the rites of institutions are there, concentrating all the actions and words – countless, imperceptible and 
invisible, because they are often infinitesimal – which tend to recall each person to order, the social being that the 
social order assigns to him or her (‘she’s your sister’, ‘you are the first-born’), that of a man or a woman, eldest 
son or younger son, and so to ensure the maintenance of the symbolic order by regulating the circulation of 
symbolic capital between generations, first within the family, and then within institutions of all 
kinds.(Bourdieu; 2000; 244) 
All of my three interlocutors stem from a big family. Serbest from Aleppo has two brothers and a 
sister who has two children, he is the second oldest after his sister, and he also had responsibilities as 
the elder one: 
“I helped my farther in the electric store, mmm, and teaching my brother in mathematics, mhm, eeeh and played 
with my nephew a niece (laughs),yeah.” Serbest 
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Bashir from Al Hassakeh has 3 brothers and 3 sisters, he is the 3rd oldest, but mentions that he did 
not really have any responsibilities at home. 
Having familial relations can serve to justify existing.  According to Bourdieu, humans need a reason 
to live and this reason can be obtained through social relations. If a human has social 
responsibilities, if someone needs him or her, then it is exactly what makes us give interest to the 
game; the illusio. This is so because it is through these relations; when someone expect something 
from us and when we are needed by others, that symbolic capital is granted:  
“To be expected, solicited, overwhelmed with obligations and commitments is not only to be snatched from 
solitude or insignificance, but also to experience, in the most continuous and concrete way, the feeling of counting 
for others, being important for them, and therefore in oneself, and finding in the permanent plebiscite of 
testimonies of interest – requests, expectation, invitations – a kind of continuous justification for existing.” 
(Bourdieu; 2000; 240) 
During my fieldwork, I have come to understand that my three interlocutors all miss their families 
who are still living in Syria, or have moved on to Turkey. The absence of their families has resulted 
in a lack of social responsibilities, and thereby also of symbolic capital.  In a family we have a certain 
role or position, and certain obligations to fulfill in our daily lives. But when we away from our 
family, it is difficult to keep our role and position, since we cannot fulfill our responsibilities.   
While my interlocutors are far away from their families, they all keep contact to their families 
through Skype of mobile phone, and they are all waiting for the day to come, when their families 
join their lives in Denmark.  
The absence of their families has given my interlocutors the possibility to re-position themselves 
socially. During my fieldwork, I have observed that social networks of friends are extremely 
significant to Serbest, Bashir and Hassan. To some extent these social networks have come to 
replace that of family relations, as they have positioned themselves within the group of friends as in 
a kind of familial relation.  As Hassan explain: 
“Yeah I found a place and I found, actually I found that place with someone from my city, after that I have 
been living around one year.  Then I went to the camp.  And the last days I lived with a Danish man, he is a 
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nice man and he give me everything what he has from his mind, he shows me the human of him, he teaches me 
everything here in Denmark, he teaches me everything more and more what I know, eeeh and I have his family, 
I feel like I have a family here, and actually I have, I’m not alone here in Denmark.” - Hassan 
Serbest is also in some sense using friends as a replacement for family. He is now living in Jægerspris 
with 12 other Syrian guys whom he gathers with everyday to cook and eat dinner in their big living 
room. Such daily activities that he used to engage in together with his family in Syria is now 
something he does with friends. At the same time, some of the things he used to do back in Syria 
have been replaced with new things that he does with his friends. Because friends have come to 
replace family, they have a very central importance to my interlocutors. It has, in fact, become a 
necessary social network. In some case, like in the example of Hassan, it has – at least to some 
extent - been possible for him to recreate his position as a family member with the Danish man. 
According to Hassan this man learns him about life, but it is also a man Hassan takes care of and 
helps, a man he has recreated a sense of responsibility for. 
“At the moment now, for example, I hope to take my family here, mhm, if I take my family here maybe I will be good 
more than now, because I feel lonely, mhm, and the first things I told you before, I hope the war will stop in my 
country, yeah I hope.” - Serbest 
For Serbest, and in fact also the others, leaving the family creates a feeling of being lonely.  For my 
three interlocutors the lack of family was essential to them and all of them had plans to bring their 
families to Denmark, so they could continue their lives together.  I have decided to mention families 
in this chapter since it was an essential part (or missing part) of my interlocutor daily days in the 
present, and also an example on how they have lost a position, and that they in Denmark navigates 
themselves towards a new position where in they get reason to existence.  Creating a social network 
is therefore essential in order for them to create an illusio for the social game in a new social space.  
 
4.3. Education and work 
“I did, I was in the school, I studied at the high school and then I, I finished high school, and then I started to work as 
a painter. And eeh it was in Lebanon and then I went back to Syria to be a soldier.” Hassan 
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When Hassan left Syria he had finished his school years, and was working as a painter, and as most 
other Syrian men he spent two years serving the military (since it is involuntary in Syria).  Hassan 
was done with the education and had taken a choice of what he wanted to work with.  After 
receiving his residence permission in Denmark, the work as a painter was no longer an option, he 
had to start language school and make a plan with his new commune in Ebletoft. 
“S: yeah, I studied 12 years in school, then I start in university and I study 4 and a half year, and graduated. 
L: so it takes 4 and a half year in Syria to get a bachelor? 
S: no only 4 years, but you know what happened, in the last time (of studying) the war, so I graduated, because eeeh 
eeeeeh eeeh, the problems arrived to my building, to where I live and, we move to another city. 
L: Okay, so what did you do after university? 
S: university okay, because of the war.. I travelled with my family to Turkey.” Serbest 
Serbest is dreaming about becoming a professor in mathematics and teach at the university.  In Syria 
Serbest finished his bachelor, but when the war broke out he had to leave university. He then 
became a refugee.  Now he has lived around a year in Denmark, and he is frustrated about all the 
complications it has for him to start studying again.  He has to spend three years learning Danish, 
furtherer his plan is to study in English so he have to improve his English and mentions that he 
might also have to take 9th or 10th grade in school again.  He explains to me that he feels like he 
starts from the beginning again:  
“I took 9th grade long time ago, I have a bachelor! Why do I have to take 9th grade? Why I have to do everything 
again?” - Serbest 
 
L: Did you go to school 
B: Just 3 years, I passed 3rd grade then I stopped 
L: Why 
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B: because Im lazy. 
L: Was it hard in school? 
B: Then I started work. 
A: If you stop school in Syria when you are 10 years or 12 or something your parents will put you somewhere to learn 
hairdresser or something. 
B: I went to mechanics 
L: What did your parents think when you stopped school? 
B: they wanted me to go to school, they say no why you go out? 
L: But you did not like school? 
B: No 
- Bashir 
Bashir was in school for just three years in Syria, and after that he from an early age planned to 
become a mechanic, today he goes to school three times a week and for him it is a big challenge to 
be in such a program.  But it have given him a possibility to re-position himself, and in Bashir’s 
example he have been able to create future expectations during the integration period, something he 
did not have back in Syria. 
 
4.4. Social networks 
L: I mean, in Syria before war, and everything, what did you do when you were with your friend? 
S: mhm, how I spend my time, mhm, yeah, eh when I was student in university, every time in university, from morning 
to evening, you know, we go to cinema together, we go to trip together with boyfriends and girlfriends, eeh and we 
challenge each other in mathematics,( laughs) 
L: so all your friend like maths? 
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S: yeah, my friends in my university yeah, mmm, so everytime together I go out from my apartment in Syria, at 8 in 
the morning and back at 12 or 1, I the night, so everytime with my friends 
L: so all the time out? 
S: mhm (nods and smile) 
- Serbest 
In Syria Serbest’s social network was with friends from the university, they had an interest in 
common, and therefore they were friends.  They were all the time out and the daily day first ended 
late in the night when they came home.  Today Serbest have met his friends in another context, he 
have his friends from the house he live, some from the language school and some from a hotel 
where he lived the first time after receiving his residence permission.  
 
4.5. Young but with responsibilities and future expectations 
Yes, and just to study and to have a little money, and to get married and to have a child who can be with me all the 
life, and to see life a normal life. - Hassan 
While living in Syria one can argue that my interlocutor in some sense was on the way to position 
themselves, that they in some sense were young men.  But at the same time they had a forthcoming, 
which they have positioned themselves in a relation to reach.  And they had established themselves 
in a position within a social and educational context and they had an authority of their future. Being 
young is a category in which one can be positioned in a certain situation and in another situation one 
can be positioned as an adult. It is as according to Vigh, Utas and Christiansen about variety of 
social attributes:  
“… To position him or her in the terms of a variety of social attributes, including not only age but also independence – 
dependence, authority, rights, ability, knowledge, responsibilities, and so on. But in pragmatic and political processes in 
which such naming take place, the category itself is reconstructed and the attributes repositioned among those involved.“ 
(Vigh, Christiansen & Utas; 2006; page 12) 
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4.6. The start from zero 
”Mmm, first things, yeah eeeeh, in my country, I will only ask you if you travel to another country, okay, and leave it 
and start from zero, so ask yourself, with the comparative, I ask you serious.  One thing your study your friends your 
family, your memories all things will be here (put his hand on his heart), another things when you watch news and see 
the street you play in it before, nothing… you will be crying (talk about the war), you understand me? About 
education, in my country there is education or a lot of kind of education like here, exactly.” Serbest 
In Syria my interlocutors, have based their illusio on a certain forth-coming, their forth-coming in 
Syria.  They have been creating dreams and hopes for the future, but after they left Syria and became 
residents in Denmark, they had to relate to a new future.  They all define life in Denmark as ‘starting 
from zero’, and therefore it has been necessary for them to position themselves in relation to a new 
forthcoming. 
Another factor which have affected, the idea of that the life start from zero, is the fact that they in 
educational system a forced to take several steps back, a new things have to be learned before they 
can start a study.  As Serbest who had a bachelor in statistics, will now have to study both Danish 
and English in or to proceed to his master.  In his example, we can argue that he educationally do 
not start from zero, but is rather experiencing a delay of the educationally forthcoming and therefore 
also at what point he is in a position where he can establish himself within a family, as it for Serbest 
is important to finish his study before getting married and having kids. 
Furthermore my interlocutor mentions that the language is the key to be positioned as resident in 
Denmark.  Through mastering the Danish language they will be able to play the social game on 
another level, since they will be recognized as residents.  
H: I like to speak with them but, future need to speak with the Danish people, to know the way to know how the life 
is here. That’s why I need it? 
L: So you want to live with Danish people? 
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H: I want to yeah, live like Danish people and do what they are doing with their life in the future. (Conversation with 
Hassan) 
Starting life from zero in Denmark, has created a feeling of downward social mobility to my 
interlocutors, in that sense that they in Syria had positioned themselves in a certain position, which 
in Denmark did not count as a position, this means that they have been starting out their lives in 
Denmark as refugees, which is a marginalized and alienated position, and from that have to build a 
new symbolic capital in their position, since it has not been possible for them to bring their symbolic 
capital from Syria in their backpack when travelling to Denmark.  According to Bashir the position 
as a refugee will never be able to escape: 
“There will always be a difference between us, we are refugees and we will always be refugees, we are not from 
Denmark” Bashir 
Bashir have though accepted his position as a refugee and have in some sense been able to position 
himself on new, in a position which have given him new possibilities in life: 
“(Takes a lighter and turn it upside down) I was standing like this on my head, (turn it the other way) now I’m 
standing like this on my legs, it’s much better here, there is work here.  But sometimes the work and the law in 
Denmark I get crazy from it sometimes, all these stuff and time, the law, there is school, practice.  My life is now like 
this, they control me.  I have 3 years and I have to finish school and I have practice from this to this, and I have this 
from this to this, I’m trying to learn this. It’s very different in Syria I was just I school three years, cause in Syria no 
system, no social benefits, there was no help or money.” Bashir 
In the quotation above we can understand, that in Bashir’s case he have been able to establish 
himself in a more stable position, but though still not in a position of power, as he mention they 
control him, one can argue that Bashir’s commune have been able, with their powerful status, to 
position Bashir and thereby motivate him to play the social game, but as by ‘obeying his instructor’, 
as Turner argues is necessary for entities during the liminal phase. 
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4.7. Chapter Conclusion  
Building a position from new, is hard work and can affect what position the agent will reach in the 
social game.  ‘Starting life from zero’, in other words, both give possibilities and limitations for 
future positions.  I will in this context argue, even though new possibilities have shown, that my 
interlocutors have been going through a downward social mobility, as they all consider being 
residents in Denmark as starting their lives on new, and since they have not been able to keep the 
status of symbolic capital that they had achieved back in Syria.  Therefore their chances in the social 
game have been affected by time and delayed them to reach a position as adults.   
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5. Camp Life  
5.1. Introduction to chapter 
In my second chapter, I proceed my chronology with exploring how the waiting time during 
encampment has influenced my interlocutors present position and future expectations.  I will direct 
my interest towards the encampment as a phase of stuckedness and liminality, it will therefore be 
essential for me, in order to unfold the chapter, to apply Victor Turner and Van Gennep’s liminal 
Concept and their theoretical framework on it.  It has already, in several studies, been explored how 
inmates in asylum camps get a sense of being stuck in the liminal phase, I will therefore take my 
point of departure in that argument, and direct my interest to the liminal phase’s effect on my 
interlocutors present understanding of their own position.   
In the chapter Camp Life I will be concerned how the encampment has affected the transition from 
refugee to resident. 
5.2. Spending time in the camp  
During the stay in the asylum camps, the refugees are stocked in the liminal phase and they are in 
many ways not able to take part in the social game that Bourdieu defines.  In this way the refugees 
are over a period of time not able to proceed in their lives.  Victor Turner defines the situation of 
liminal entities as such: 
“Liminal entities are neither here nor there¸ they are betwixt and between the positions assigned and arrayed by law, 
custom, convention and ceremonial.” (Turner; 1969;359) 
By this definition we understand that liminal entities are not placed in a position, instead they are 
living between the positions and therefore we can conclude that, refugees during their stay in asylum 
centers, does not possess a status.  Turner furthermore defines people in the liminal period as 
neophytes or initiands, who behave passively and group themselves with other neophytes.  He 
compares these neophytes with both slaves and indicates that they appear as monsters, and therefore 
will be disguised (Ibid; 359).  The asylum camps are in Denmark placed outside the cities in villages, 
forests or fields, in this way one can argue that the refugees are being disguised as monsters, since 
the placement of the camps to some extend isolates the refugees and complicates their interaction 
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with Danish citizens.  Even though Turner argues that the ‘neophytes’ acts passively and ‘obey their 
instructors’(Ibid; 359), we see that the refugees during encampment often escape to Copenhagen, to 
hang out with friends and get away from the camp. 
 “I had friends who had paper and lived in Copenhagen, sometimes I went to sleep in their place, they had work, and I 
went to trampoline house.” Bashir 
Both Hassan and Bashir, was waiting to receive their residence permission for around four years. 
During their stay in the camp, both of them often went to Copenhagen to join the Trampoline 
House.  This makes me argue in opposition to Turner, that even if one is living under the liminal 
phase, one will be able to from time to time to take action, in their lives, even if this is at a 
minimum.  
When my interlocutors described their daily days in the camp, they mostly described it as a social 
time.  Bashir explains me how a normal day in the camp would be for him: 
“I Wake up at 9, I eat breakfast, and after that me or my friends eat together, after we go to the big living room in 
Avnstrup and then we play billiard, then we go for a walk. There was a lake close to Avnstrup we go there, and after 
we come back maybe at 5 or 6 and we eat and look on the interview.  Then my friend would come and make a joke 
after nothing just waiting, when will my case open.” – Bashir 
Bashir’s example of a ‘normal day’ is similar to both Hassan and Serbest’s explanations on the life in 
the camp.  This implies that the life during encampment, is socially as Turner also use to categorize 
people’s behavior during the liminal phase, but also as a time without responsibilities, and as 
Bourdieu argues it is through the responsibilities and meaning for other that we achieve symbolic 
capital and thereby also a position in the social game (Bourdieu; 2000; 242). 
 
5.3. Waiting and power during encampment 
“When I came to Denmark I can see it. I got idea, but I didn’t get asylum that’s after 3 years and one month, when I 
was waiting for asylum all my wishes stopped even I can see the people in trampoline house or out of the trampoline 
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house I can see they are going to university they I doing everything, I wished it but I was not doing anything for it. But 
when I got asylum I would start my life again, that was my plan.” Hassan 
The time during encampment is by my interlocutor described as waiting time, where waiting made 
them passive and almost petrified.  Being positioned as the one who waits, is as mentioned, a less 
powerful position than being the one who makes people wait, according to Bourdieu, who point 
out: 
“The all-powerful is he who does not wait but makes other wait.”(Bourdieu; 2000; 228) 
 
In this case the refugees are settled in the waiting position, while the state is making them wait.  As 
the one in the powerful position it important to make people wait without destroying hope, in this 
case the person who waits, can end up in a position where he does not wait any longer, and thereby 
the power must be lost.  As Hassan mentioned to me he at some point tried to be send back to 
Syria, during his time in the camp.  He had given up, and did no longer believe that he would ever 
receive his residence permission.  Even though he never went back, we can understand from this 
that as long as a person is waiting for a decision to be made (in this case a rather big decision, 
making the person wait to continue his life), he is being the object of the exercise of power, but 
when he decides not to wait any longer, it is not possible to have power over him any longer. 
“All the days we looked for the post, everyone did, just when they woke up they ran to check the post, and I also 
started doing that from the first day.” Bashir 
There is two ways in which we can wait.  As when we are waiting for the bus which we now will 
arrive after 5 minutes, we are aware of how long time to wait.  Refugees living in asylum camps are 
also waiting, but they are waiting without knowing how long time to wait.  As we see in the above 
quotation from Bashir this kind of waiting generates actions, which would not be if they knew how 
long time to wait.  They check the post every day during their encampment time, cause they don’t 
know when they will receive a letter from the immigration service, if they were aware of when they 
would receive an answer they would just have to go and check the post once.  This is a very 
textbook example, but still picturing how the immigration service as the one positioned in power are 
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capable of changing the actions on the ones they are making wait.  Also as Bourdieu argues that the 
one who makes other wait are able to change their behaviors, is pictured through my interlocutors: 
“I was just sleeping 4 years in the camp, normally I would make fun, but everyone always asked me: when will they 
open the case? I say wait, I will come, I will come.” – Bashir 
As Bashir explains he is normally a person making fun, but in the camp he was just ‘sleeping’, by 
sleeping he means that he did not use his time, and was acting passively while waiting.   
5.4. Imaginations about positive 
His uncertainty about the future is simply another form of uncertainty about what he is, his social being, his ‘identity’, 
as one would say nowadays. Dispossessed of the power to give sense, to his life, to state the meaning and direction of his 
existence, he is condemned to live in a time orientated by others, an alienated time. (Bourdieu; 2000; 237) 
As Bourdieu mentions the time during encampment generates a feeling of uncertainty about the 
future and can be described as an alienated time.  The essential thoughts circulating in the minds of 
my interlocutors doing encampment, has been what would happen after receiving the residence 
permission.   
“The first thing I hoped, it would be a good commune and start a new life, and start from zero, we talk before, so 
study language and make friends.” Serbest 
Receiving the residence permission is by my interlocutors, as we see in the example with Serbest, 
imagined as starting a new life.  As I also argued in the chapter on past positions, this indicates that 
they are going through sense of downward mobility, where the position they have earlier reached in 
life, is necessary to build from new.  This is the essence of Jamil’s quotation that I presented in the 
very beginning of my report, where he explain he feels like he is two years again.  The life starts 
from new, and is not continued from an earlier past position.  This is what my interlocutors imagine 
that they when they receive their residence permission receive their life, but not their old life, a new 
life.  Between refugees the residence permission is spoken as ‘positive’. The word indicates 
something good, and it is usual what the refugees imagine, that after receiving ‘positive’ everything 
will be good.  It is the dream to escape and transits out of the liminality lived under doing 
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encampment, and reach a position.  It is a rather high expectation, I would argue, and after receiving 
the residence permission the expectation is not always being fulfilled: 
“Actually I could not feel that I’m happy and, cause it was like normal, when we are looking for something and we 
are waiting, waiting and waiting, waiting for long time and then we get it and when we get it, as we was waiting for, we 
couldn’t feel that feeling” - Hassan 
During encampment the illusio have been on standby, since it have not been possible to process in 
life without the residence permission, as Bashir indicates, when he explains me that he cannot do 
anything without the paper.  Still I will argue that at least Bashir and Hassan who have been staying 
in the camps for almost 4 years (Serbest for 2,5 month), have been capable of playing the game to 
some extent, since they have both build a rather big social network, which is as mentioned before an 
important element to hold in order to possess Symbolic capital, which is what the social game is 
about winning. 
 
 
5.5. The feeling of lost time 
“it would be better, if I had it from the beginning, maybe now I would already speak Danish and have work, I could 
apply for unlimited residence now, my friends they searched for asylum the same time as me, but they got it before so 
they all finished work they have school. everyone have a car, many of them got married and have kids. I’m 30 and I 
would have liked to make more things in my life, it delayed my life.” Bashir 
The time in the camp is by my interlocutor described as lost time, what Bourdieu would define as 
‘Death time’.  They all feel that they have been delayed in their lives, and are still angry and 
frustrated about they had to wait for so long to start their lives.  As Bashir mentions he is 30 but did 
not reach the position he would have expected to reach in this stage of his life, he compares himself 
with his friends who have received the residence permission before him.  For Hassan the long 
waiting time has also influenced his choice of education.  He now plan to become a nurse, which he 
is excited about, but when I ask why a nurse? He explains that maybe he would have chosen 
something else but he don’t have time since he waited so long.   
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In other words the waiting time in the camp has affected my interlocutor choices for their futures, 
not just educationally but also when they see themselves in a position to get married have kids and 
so on.  And therefore it will also have an influence on to what extend they will reach a position of 
symbolic capital. 
5.6. Chapter conclusion 
In this chapter focusing on the time during encampment and its influence on the present positions 
of my interlocutors, I have underlined that the life in asylum camps is lived in a phase of liminality, 
and my interlocutors have almost been petrified and enable to progress in their lives during this 
phase.  But they have though, been able to establish and position themselves within a social 
network, which have had the influence on their present positions as they, by this, holds a social 
capital.  Furthermore my three interlocutors have during encampment been positioned without 
power to change the forthcoming, and the objects of the exercise of the government’s power, this 
have led to a change in their behavior as passive, which is also how Victor Turner defines the 
‘neophytes’ actions during the liminal phase.  During the time waiting for the residence permission 
my interlocutor have imagined how they would start their lives on new when the transition into 
residents would happen, they have to some extend been disappoint, but this we will continue in the 
next chapter.  The waiting time can be defined as death time, since my interlocutors describe it as 
lost time with have delayed their lives and therefore also their chances to reach a worthy position of 
symbolic capital.     
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6. Present positions 
6.1. Introduction to Chapter 
In my third chapter I will explore the present navigation through liminality and unfold my 
interlocutor’s reflections on the transition from refugee to resident.  I will direct specific attention to 
the subject youth, and through this unfold how my interlocutors as young men navigate themselves 
towards their future positions.  Furthermore I wish to reflect on whether one can speak on a 
prolonged liminal phase, extended to the life after encampment, this I will discuss I parallel to 
Gennep and Turner.  I will provide the chapter Christiansen, Utas & Vighs work on youth; 
“Navigating youth, generating adulthood”  in order to present my three cases of young men as young men 
in movement, since I through my fieldwork have come to the understanding that being in a liminal 
phase does not always result in a complete position of being petrified. 
6.2. The Commune and the integration law 
When the refugee arrives to his commune, it is the responsibility of the commune to integrate the 
refugee.  As mentioned in the introduction the law of integration defines their purpose is that the 
refugee should become participating residents equally to the rest of the residents, and furthermore it 
states that refugees do have skills and resources.  Integration in itself is related to liminality in that 
sense that integration is a process to be established in a society, in other words, is positioned in the 
society.  This indicates the refugee is not already positioned, but has to go through this phase before 
they are positioned. On the basic of this, I argue, that the integration law and the program made by 
the communes in itself position the refugees in the liminal phase.  Thereby the liminal phase 
continues after encampment. 
The relationship between the refugees and their communes has a big influence on their future 
position, since it is a relationship where the commune is the powerful.  It is the communes who 
organize the language school that the refugee has to participate in, and when and where they should 
have an internship.  The commune can choose to make these choices on the basis of what the 
refugee wish but are not forced to do so.  In Bashir’s case the commune listen to him and offered 
him an internship in a bakery, and since it is Bashir’s dream to become a baker, this internship is 
generating his illusio, he expect to come a baker and therefore he invest in this internship.  Other 
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times the commune does not listen to the wishes of the refugee, as one of the young men I met 
during my field work told me his story, where he in the jobcenter had planned with his commune to 
take an internship as a hairdresser, but suddenly his supervisor changed it and send him to an 
internship, where he had to pack fruit in boxes.  In this sense the commune has the power over the 
refugees time and the power to fulfill or deny their expectations, as Bourdieu explains: 
“Absolute power is the power to make oneself unpredictable and deny other people any reasonable anticipation, to place 
them in total uncertainty by offering no scope to their capacity to predict”.(Bourdieu; 228; 2000) 
The commune has the power to make the refugees wait for their decisions but also for when the 
refugee needs help.  Serbest is very frustrated about his commune, as he find hard to reach contact 
with them when needed. 
“I will talk about one problem happened before one month, because I was living in hotel every time they took 2100 kr. 
for the rent of the room and 2000 for food, because I was eating in restaurant, so I moved to here before two months 
they took 2000 on my salary (social benefits) and I read it for food, and I’m here, so I went to the commune, and I 
talked with the information there, I want to see my counsellors, give me your CPR-number, I give, “she is busy”, come 
tomorrow, I said no, no I want to see her, I she said she is busy, then I say okay I will wait here, I wait 10 minutes 
15 minutes, then I go I say give me her number I will talk with her, she say it’s not allowed, I say okay I go out call 
to the commune and I said I want to talk with ehhh, her names is…. (thinking) she is responsible about salary, I 
forgot her name, so I call the commune and I say I want to talk to her, they say okay 1 minute, she talk with me, I 
say “hi I’m Serbest I want to talk with you”, she say “I’m busy now” only two minutes I say, she say I’m busy I say I 
will wait I have to see you, “What’s the problem”, I say good now I will talk and I talk about my problem, and she 
say okay don’t worry I will check it I will correct it, she say maybe tomorrow or after tomorrow, and I swear I got them 
back after 15 days, this is very joking example, they don’t take me serious, my friends also had a lot of problems but 
forget it.” - Serbest 
In this example we see how the refugee is positioned without any power in the relationship to the 
commune, and how the communes distribution of power can lead to frustrations but also new ways 
to navigate toward their goals.  Serbest’s goal in this example his to talk to his supervisor so he can 
get his money back, and when he is denied contact he navigates another way around and in the end 
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he manage to get his money back and talk with his supervisor.  In other words Serbest to some 
extend manage to navigate himself up in the division of power, and get what he wants. 
The communes are also the providers of economic capital, in form of social benefits (kontanthjælp).  
All refugees have the right to receive these benefits every month, but the commune has the right, 
according to the law on active social politic, to make a deduction from their money, if they do not 
participate in school or internship for example3.  This right is a direct way of punishment.  In the 
case where the refugee have not been to school for a day or some days for example, he will receive a 
letter from the commune, that they have the right to make a deduction in his money, but he have 
the right to express himself to the case.  
6.3. Process in the liminal phase 
Serbest is still living in a temporary place, since the commune still did not find him an apartment, he 
is several times expressing that it is annoying him, and he tells that he everyday checks his email with 
the hope that the commune wrote him that they found him a home. 
The house is shared with 12 other people most Syrian single men, and one Danish woman with her 
child.  The house is rather big everyone has their own room with a number, there are 2 shared 
bathrooms and a shared kitchen with a dinner table and a small sofa corner, and everyone has their 
own closet with their room number on and their own fridge also with their room number.  Serbest’s 
room is very need and empty he have the basics a bed, a closet, a table and two chairs, there is no 
stuff in the room at all, and nothing on the walls.  Serbest Tells me he don’t feel home, here it is not 
his home, he is very excited to get his own home, he waited six months, and he checks his email 
every day.  He tell me that he needs his own home so he can study he cannot study with the 
company he have I this house, he need it to start his life.   
Serbest’s rooms is picturing his temporary position in his life, he is not where he wants to yet and he 
is not home.  As he express he cannot start his studies and his life before he gets his own apartment.  
Serbest is in other words, he still positioned in waiting, after the transition from refugee to resident. 
                                                          
3 https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=140126 
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“The first thing, when I go for shopping, I all the time when I see something if I buy this where should I put it? It’s 
not my place, one day I will move to my apartment so forget it, when I move then I will buy it, this and eh and eh if I 
live alone, we talk about it before I will study, it a very wrong thing to put us together (talk about the Syrian guys he 
live with) because every time we speak Arabic, if we want to learn Danish, we have to talk with Danish people, not 
Arabic Arabic Arabic, mhm” Serbest 
The temporary home furtherer affect his actions, as we see in the quotation above, he is not ready to 
start his life, and invest in a social game which will bring him towards a position of symbolic capital.  
Based on this we can conclude that he is experiencing an extended phase of liminality.  But the 
question is now, as I see it, how this liminal phase differs from the one during encampment, that this 
is a different kind of liminality?   
So, my interlocutors have all established a social network during their time in Denmark this gives a 
them a social position and a recognition.  Turner argues that liminal entities do not have any 
recognition or status, but at the same time they surround themselves with people in the same 
position as them, all people who are navigating around in liminality, or as Bourdieu defines people 
who ‘hangs’.  I will though in opposition argue even the social network may not be individuals with 
a position in the society, they must though have a position within the social network.  If we choose 
to follow my argument, we will be able to conclude that all of my interlocutors have been able to 
position themselves socially, even though they are suffering from the lack of their role as a family 
member.  This social position is important to mention is not the same as being positioned in the 
society, but a way to position oneself during a liminal time, as I have come to the understanding 
during my fieldwork that social relationships are strong and create new functions during the 
liminality. 
Furthermore all of my interlocutors are in the process of something, and they are being positioned 
as young, they are developing towards a societal position.  Being positioned as young is related to a 
position without authority as Cristianses,  Utas & Vigh argues, my three interlocutors are during the 
integration period also positioned without much authority as it is the communes who have the 
power to take the decisions.  It is therefore essential to my interlocutors in order to transit into 
residents, adult or just a respected societal position to be able to ‘survive’ without the benefits from 
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the commune.  When this position is reached, they will at the same time have reached a position as 
residents equally to others, and have authority over their own lives.   
Since all of my interlocutors are in the process of reaching a societal position, and defined by the 
category of youth, I will argue that that the liminal phase is extended.  They are going through a 
process that they have been go through before, in Syria and therefore, we can talk about a 
downward social mobility, since they take a step backwards in the natural process of life.  In this 
context time is important, we all live for a certain period of years, and within that period it is 
expected that we go through the process of being children, young and adults.  My interlocutors have 
been delayed, by the experience of ‘death time’ in the camp and the process to start from zero, and 
this means that they have a limited time to reach their position in the social game. 
Even though I argue that my interlocutors are experiencing an extended liminality, it is important to 
point out, that I do not understand the liminal phase during encampment in the same was as after 
encampment.  During encampment my interlocutors were almost petrified, and Turners definition 
of liminality stems to some extend as a good definition of this phase.  They had the experience of 
being stuck and not just the experience of being young as in Vigh’s definition, we can call this phase 
the petrified liminality.  After encampment, my interlocutors are to some extend progressing, they 
have not yet experience a transition into a societal position, but are as such no longer stuck or 
petrified, just delayed.  So during the 2nd liminal phase Vigh’s definition of a position in movement, 
is picturing my interlocutors.  They are in this phase searching for the valuable life, while they during 
encampment were just waiting.  After the encampment the illusio, has come to play an important 
role, and this has led to that my interlocutors have been creating expectations for the future.         
 
6.4. Still Refugees 
On the way home from the beach, I observe Hassan.  He see a woman who he recognizes from the 
supermarket he smiles to her, but when she don’t smile back he gets very upset, calls her a racist, 
“they don’t like people like me, they are like this, not all I know someone is kind”, he is frustrated for a long 
time, and explains me: “now you see yourself this is it how they are, then I feel lonely, its bad people who don’t 
smile back” 
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After Hassan has been moved to Ebletoft, he has felt lonely, since all his friends live in Copenhagen.  
His plan was that after receiving positive he wanted to start a new life, and therefore he wanted to 
move to the city Århus.  Instead he got moved to Ebletoft, a rather small city where it takes around 
two hours, by public transportation to Århus.  In The beginning living in Ebletoft was visiting the 
local pub, trying to establish a social network in Ebletoft, but fast he got the experience that he was 
not welcome and people were not interesting in talking to him because he was different.  He felt 
excluded and instead he went to sit by beach: 
“When I arrived to Ebletoft I was lonely, I went to the beach every day, I didn’t have friends I still don’t have friends, 
I was sitting here (ask me to join him at the bench) by the sea drinking beer and listening to music, the beach is my 
best friend here in Ebletoft.” – Hassan 
Hassan’s feeling of loneliness has made him navigate socially, online on social networks such as 
Facebook.  He uploads pictures of us and ‘tags’ us different places in Ebletoft, and checks often if 
he got any ‘likes’. 
In Ebletoft Hassan feel as the stranger, alienated by the others since he is refugee, and he do not 
experience the transition as such that he have become a resident, which for him is important.  In this 
way his past position affects him in the present, and he is not being recognized as he expected, as a 
resident.      
Serbest have just been to Denmark for 11 months, and therefore he have experienced the war and 
does now suffer from traumas and sorrow over dead friends.  These experiences is something many 
refugees come to Denmark with and something that affect their minds and navigation. 
S: the weekend, this weekend, I will take all my friends there (to the disco) and my Danish friends and go to Disco in 
frederikssund and eh, make fun, maybe to forget my problems, you know all things, and to take nice time, make nice 
party. 
L: So you forget your problems when you are out? 
S: no when I drink, when I drink, maybe I will be drunk and don’t feel anything. 
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Getting drunk is for Serbest something he do to forget the past, but doing this influence his societal 
position today.  Serbest also relate other of his actions as actions he do because he experienced what 
he did in Syria.  He is a victim of war, but in the societal context and during the integration period 
he is not able to use that position for any progress. 
“I’m a very…. Poor human, yeah I’m very poor human, I’m in the wrong country, cause when we talk every time 
back, back, back to the war this is my situation here, you understand me?” Serbest 
Serbest’s biggest wish is that the war in Syria will end, so he can travel back and continue his 
education and life with his family.  He loves his country and his hope to go back is yet not 
destroyed.  This affects his navigation towards a future position in Denmark, since he do not wish 
his forthcoming to be here. 
 
6.5. Chapter Conclusion 
In this chapter I have argued that the process of integration always will be positioning the refugee in 
a liminal phase, since it is the purpose that the refugee has to reach a certain position through the 
process of integration.  The liminal phase, in other words, continues in the present, but my 
interlocutors are no longer in a petrified position but instead they have become young men in a 
position of movement, and have therefore regained their illusio.  Furthermore the relationship 
between refugees and the commune they live in, places the commune as unpredictable and as the all-
powerful since it is able to take determinant decisions on behalf of the refugee and position them in 
waiting.  My interlocutors experience their position as refugees, even after they have transition into 
residents, this position affects their social navigation towards a societal position.  
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7. Future  
7.1. Chapter Introduction 
In the chapter my interviews will be a bearing element to understand how my informants imagine 
their forthcoming and what positions they are navigating towards.  The aim is to understand how 
the liminal phase has affected their hopes and dreams for the future possibilities.  Has the liminality 
generated limitations or possibilities? 
Bourdieu’s concepts of Symbolic Capital and illusio will be used to understand how the young men 
navigates their future positions in the social game, and his work with time and social existence 
(Bourdieu: 2000, p 206-240) will help to understand my interlocutors expectations of their future 
positions.   
7.2. Navigating towards the forthcoming 
“In either case, the forthcoming in relation to which positions himself in not a possible whish may happen or not 
happen but something which is already there in the configuration of the game and in the present positions and postures 
of teammates and opponents.” (Bourdieu; 2000; 208) 
As we see in the above quotation from Bourdieu, he argues that we as social agents position us in 
relation to what we expect of the future, and then we navigate the best possible way towards this 
future.  So are my interlocutors, they have after encampment created a sense of the forthcoming, 
and the forthcoming is possible to understand from their present navigations.  As we see for 
example Bashir taking internship in a bakery, with the hope of opening his own bakery in the future.  
And Hassan who have been focusing intensively on learning the Danish language as he wish to be 
like the Danish people and be a part of their social life.  In other words they have accepted to play 
the social game.  Serbest is though, to some extent, still limited by his temporary living condition, 
and is first fully ready to play the game when he has moved from there.  
7.3. Hopes and dreams for the future lives 
Both Hassan, Bashir and Serbest’s hopes and dreams for the future are quite equal having a job and 
a family.  We can discuss the different levels of symbolic capital in their dreams of jobs, as Bashir 
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wish to become a baker, Hassan a nurse and Serbest a professor in university, it is three different 
levels of education, which match their past educational level in Syria, where Bashir went to school 
for 3 years, Hassan finished high school, and Serbest who received his bachelor in Syria.  In this way 
their past position in Syria has had an influence on their future dreams.  As Bourdieu explains the 
forthcoming: 
“The already-present forth-coming can be read in the present only on the basis of a past that is itself never aimed as” 
such (Bourdieu; 2000; 210) 
 
7.4. Limitations and possibilities 
The experience of both liminality and downward social mobility, have thus been limiting the time 
and delaying to reach the hopes and dreams of my interlocutors.  And as we see in Hassan’s case it 
has also had an effect on how he position himself in the future, since he explains to me that even 
though he is exited to become a nurse I might have chosen something else, but since he experience a 
lack of time and a delaying of his life he has adjusted to this and chosen, what he understand as a 
realistic hope for a future position.  Bourdieu explains it as such: 
“One is always surprised to see how much people’s wills adjust to their possibilities, their desires to the capacity to 
satisfy them…” (Bourdieu; 2000; 216) 
Even though my interlocutors have been experiencing a downward social mobility, and have been 
forced to build a respected position from beginning, this form of opposite mobility has in some 
cases generated new possibilities, and better possibilities, even though these will be reached at a later 
point in life, than intended.  As Bashir explains me he have transformed in to a person making more 
fun, and that he in Syria did not have dream, but was working as a mechanic since he dropped out 
from school this was the natural thing to do.  But after encampment Bashir have experienced the 
feeling of dreaming of the future as he today dream about opening his own bakery.  When 
mentioning that he though expresses uncertainty if this position is possible to reach, as we can see in 
the quotation under:   
L: what other dreams do you have? 
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B:”To open my own bakery maybe, or if not could just work, there also.” 
7.5. Chapter conclusion: 
My interlocutors imagine their futures as many other would imagine, with focus on education and 
family and are not very describing when explaining their futures.  The dreams and hopes have been 
adjusted to the delaying of their lives, as they experience being behind in the development towards a 
position.  The experience of downward social mobility has both generated possibilities and 
limitations for my interlocutors dreams and hopes of the forthcoming future.     
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8. Conclusions 
This project started out as a conversation with a young man named Jamil.  Jamil was frustrated, after 
receiving his residence permission, he was confused and found it difficult to start a new life and he 
did not know what future he should navigate towards. He had no dreams and no hopes.  
My three cases with 3 different young men from Syria have shown that the transition from refugee 
to resident in Denmark is experienced as a kind of downward social mobility.  After receiving 
residence permission in Denmark, the transition into a commune and a social environment is 
described by my interlocutors as “starting a life from beginning”, and has generated a feeling of 
downward social mobility, where the young men did not follow a normal development from child to 
young to adult but rather the other way around.  I have in this project, from the very beginning been 
concerned on how the prolonged liminal phase, which have followed my interlocutors from their 
time during encampment and continued after receiving residence, has affected my interlocutors 
social navigations and societal positions.  As I started out the project I had an understanding of the 
liminal phase as petrifying and positioning my interlocutors in a stuck position, this still, to some 
extend make sense during encampment, but I have come to the understanding, that the liminal 
phase after encampment is a developing phase, at least for my interlocutors, wherein they are 
categorized as young men in a position of movement.  After exploring this side of the liminal phase, 
I decided to concern my study with the concept of youth, more specific as Henrik Vigh, et. All. 
Defines it. 
 My interlocutor all expressed that they lost some years in their life.  Especially the time during 
encampment is considered as a ‘death time’ which has been a delaying of being established in a 
societal position and has also made my interlocutor to adjust their future hopes and dreams.  
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